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hen Heidi Wagner would travel with her husband
Cory T their home in Fdmonton i visit her
relatives in Colorade, it became a Funily tradition to
pat ool the Meliing Pot, o loca] Tndee restanran)
in an historic building. The noen-rushed, mult-
ining, sxperience allwer] thermn plenty ol guality time 1o
catch up with ane another

Ioweas only e when Cory, as an owner ol (horooshhred hooses,
visited Kentucky and saw a nower vestaurant with the same namc
thart they readized B0 was o Tranchise, This led Heidi o consider
opening her ovn lecation in Edmonton, an idea she studicd hunther
while on mierning Teave.

“Thers was nothing like this at home,” she savs, "The cxpericnec
is mure inlerietive than oiher resiaerants, with the seecer making
the fonduc right at your table. and vou're spending about b
threr homrs thers. The

1

vhirss o

or

oneepl works well inoaeoll climane anl
Edmonton has similar demegraphics 1o Colorado. T studicd to be
o teacher and never hoceht Ud open o restacrand, hot il somenne
clse beat me it itwoeld be a missed epportunity.”

Heidi comaeied the Tmnchisoe in e 2008 aml signed an
agreement the follewing Februany, Construction began in August
20009 ol 1 he 53T " (A GINST restrant npened in Manch 2000
on Calgary Trail in South Edmonton.

Towas the fiest Melting oo open oniside the LS

where therse
arc alrcady 145 locations. As such, Heidi had to cstablish her
restavrant as an appeiling destinanion Tor locad custonens,

"W ran radio ads. used a lot of social modia and exhibited ata
bridal Tair o Tew weeks 'h"fnr-‘ weer oprnel” sivs Cory, "I has jues)
mushrcomed trom there,

Cory, whiy works in linancial

a ] eshate, helps
office paporvork,

investing anil
his wite out with accounting and other back
axowell as looking ahead 1o Tovther Tesions, Heidi holds o
development agreement to open another Mclting Pot in Calgary
and twnin Vaneooweer, which are sxpecis] 1o be annonnced over
the next fow vears.

“Wee think Calgoy and Vancoover will surpirss Badmonton,” sivs
Heidi, “but the proccss has boon slower than criginally anticipated.”

"I been o hit dillieh finding space in Calgary, whens the

coonomy never raally slowed dewn.” adds Corv

The Meliing Pot also hopes o expand elseachers in Canda sonn,
particularly in the Greater Toronto Avea (CTA) BT




